
 

 

 

 

 

 

CIMA Global Business Challenge – FAQ 
 

What is the CIMA GBC?  

- The CIMA global business challenge (GBC) is an international business competition 

designed to bring out the best in the young business leaders of tomorrow. This is a great 

opportunity for students around the world to showcase their talent in business management. 

The competition is organised in partnership with Barclays, who share CIMA’s vision in 

developing and nurturing young talent around the world.  

 

Can I enter?  

- Find out if you are eligible to take part in the GBC http://www.cimaglobal.com/Events-and-

cpd-courses/globalbusinesschallenge/How-to-take-part/ 

 

How does the competition work?  

- The competition runs in three stages. The first stage is to write a 3000 word report with 

your team based on the GBC case study- 

http://www.cimaglobal.com/Documents/GBC/GBC2014/GBC-2014-case-study.pdf  

The best reports will be shortlisted and then the successful teams will go on to present their 

findings at the regional final.  

The winning team at the regional final will then proceed to the global final in Poland to 

represent their country or region in the battle to become global champions.  

 

What do I have to do?  

- You have to form a team of four members and prepare a 3000 word report based on the 

GBC case study. Then, if you are shortlisted you will need to prepare a 2 minute team video 

based on a given brief, write a two page synopsis and present your findings to a panel of 

judges. If you go on to win your regional final, you will once again present your findings to a 

panel of high profile judges and participate in a question and answer session at the end of 

your presentation. 

 

How much does it cost?  

- There is no fee for students entering or participating in the competition, however charges 

may apply to mentors/ team advisors at the Global Final stage. 

 

What is CIMA?  

- CIMA (Chartered Institute of Management Accountants) is the world's largest professional 

body of management accountants and offers a professional finance qualification in 

management accounting - http://www.cimaglobal.com/Study-with-us/  

 

What will I get out of it?  



- The GBC is about new opportunities and exciting rewards that will help you with your future 

career. You will also have fun along the way -http://www.cimaglobal.com/Events-and-cpd-

courses/globalbusinesschallenge/what-will-the-gbc-bring-me/  

 

Do I need to register with a team?  

- Yes, you must have four members in your team to register for the CIMA GBC. Each 

member must be a full time or part time student who is an undergraduate or equivalent, 

studying in university, college or education institution, doing their first degree, at the point of 

registration. Click the link to find out if you and your team are eligible to take part in the GBC 

http://www.cimaglobal.com/Events-and-cpd-courses/globalbusinesschallenge/rules-of-the-

competition/  

 

Do I need a team leader?  

- Yes, each team will need to appoint a team leader.  

 

What is a mentor and do we need a mentor to register?  

- A mentor is a sounding board for your team and someone to advise and guide you.  

- Mentors have to be university tutors or equivalent.  

- A mentor is not mandatory when registering or throughout the competition.  

 

How do I register?  

- You need to fill out and submit the team registration form - 

https://secure.cimaglobal.com/Events-and-cpd-courses/globalbusinesschallenge/GBC-Entry-

Form/  

Once you complete the full registration process, you’ll receive a confirmation email with 

information on what to do next and the link to the case study material.  

 

What support will I get?  

- Each region has a CIMA representative who can offer support, advice and information. For 

contact details please refer to the regional page on the website - 

http://www.cimaglobal.com/Events-and-cpd-courses/globalbusinesschallenge/Regions/  

 

When will I get the case study material?  

- The case study material will be emailed to you once you have fully registered your team.  

 

I have not been able to register for the GBC on time, what shall I do now?  

- You can contact your local office to find out if the registration deadline date has been 

extended. Alternatively, you can follow the competition on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/cimagbc and register for 2016 at a later date.  

 

When do I have to submit my report?  

- The deadline date for each region varies. Check the deadline dates here - 

http://www.cimaglobal.com/Events-and-cpd-courses/globalbusinesschallenge/Regions/  

 

How long should my report be?  

- The maximum limit is 3,000. If you don’t reach this, don’t worry. You can submit a report of 

less than 3,000 words. It is likely that you will need 2,000 to give a full response to the 

scenario. 



 

How do I submit my report?  

- Email your GBC representative or local office. Please refer to your regional page for the 

relevant email address.  

 

What format do I submit my report in?  

- All reports must be submitted electronically in Microsoft Word or PDF format. The cover 

page, contents page and appendices do NOT contribute to the 3000 word count limit.  

 

Can I submit my report in my native language?  

- No, all submitted reports must be written in English.  

 

Who will asses my report?  

- The reports will be assessed by CIMA recognised technical experts. They are CIMA 

members and practising management accountants.  

 

How do I find out if my report is shortlisted?  

- The shortlist will be announced through the following channels: o An email from your local 

region  

 Facebook - www.facebook.com/cimagbc  

 GBC website, regional pages - http://www.cimaglobal.com/Events-and-

cpdcourses/globalbusinesschallenge/Regions/  

 

What happens next if my report is shortlisted?  

- If your report is shortlisted you will present your findings at the regional final.  

 

What happens next if my report is not shortlisted?  

- You can follow the competition and get career advice on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/cimagbc. In addition, you can register for 2015 CIMA GBC at a later 

date. 

 

Will I get feedback on my report?  

- Unfortunately, we are not able to give feedback on individual reports.  

 

What will happen at the regional final?  

- Before the regional final, you will be required to write a two page synopsis of your report 

and prepare a team video based on a given brief. On the day of the final you will give an oral 

presentation using PowerPoint and then participate in a question and answer session with 

the judges at the end of the presentation.  

 *Depending on the country, there might be an additional stage before the country final. A 

country may be split into regions. Therefore participants will compete at regional level and 

the regional winners will then proceed to the country final. For more information, please refer 

to your regional page. 

 

Where will the regional final take place?  



- The location for the regional final will be announced shortly after registration. Contact your 

local office for more information or visit your regional page –

http://www.cimaglobal.com/Events-and-cpd-courses/globalbusinesschallenge/Regions/  

 

How many teams will I compete against at the regional final?  

- Four to six teams will be shortlisted to compete and present at the regional final, however, 

this may vary depending on the region.  

 

Can my mentor come to the regional final?  

- Yes, your mentor can come to the regional final as an audience member.  

 

What happens next if I win my regional final?  

- If you win the regional final your team will proceed to the global final in Poland in August 

2015. You will represent your country or region in the battle to become global champions. 

 

What do I need to prepare for the final?  

- You will need the two page synopsis of your report, your PowerPoint presentation and 

team video from the regional final. You will be allowed to make minor changes if necessary.  

 

What will happen at the global final?  

- You may be required to stay in Poland for up to four or five days, depending on how 

successful you are in the competition. The actual global final competition will be spread over 

two days. All the teams will present on the first day. CIMA will randomly draw the order and 

separate which rooms the teams will present in. On the second day, the top six teams will be 

shortlisted and given several hours to work on an extension of the case study. They will then 

present their findings to a panel of judges followed by a question and answer session.  

 

How many teams will I compete against at the global final?  

- 26 teams will compete and present at the global final.  

 

When is the global final?  

- The global final will be held in Poland in August 2015. 


